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InierPV conducis a series of interviews with solar experis around the world in an gffort o get their thoughis
on the current status a;'.dff ture prospects for the renewable energy indusfry and to understand better the solar
PV industry in the context of other renewable energy sources.

Gerardo Capilupo 1s Executive Manager of D.G.Energy. D.G.Energy 1s a
new Italian crystalline silicon PV modules manufacturer. Capilupo

has been worlang in the PV field for almost ten years.
He studied in England Competition law, with a special

interest for the utilities market and worked 1n the
office for gas and electricity market in London (the

British Ener gy Authority), then worked on renewable

energies plant regulation. Capilupo sees Italy is

currently one of the most attractive countries for
investors in renewables, especially
photovoltaic and wind energy.
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ON THE RENEWVABLE ENERGY INDUSTRY

How much investment has been made
into the renewable energy industry in
Italy? And what are the future
prospects?

Ltaly is currently one of the most attrac-
tive connfries for investars in renswables,
especially photoveltaic and wind energy.
Italy was expected to reach 1 GW in 2009
for PV—wind farms had a big expansion
over the last two years. Nowadays, due to
fear of bad impact on the land eVery
Italisn region is slowing down the motho-
rization process for new solar farms. On
the offer side, the Italian industry is doing
very well, even if size of our new company
is not vet comparable to the Germans and
the Chinese. The size matter has always
been an issue to address in Italian policy to
support industry. Small and medinm enfer-
prises were very successfiul before global-
ization. On the contrary, today, size may
be 1 problem for being competiive—espe-
cially in a market where price is so nmch
relevant for investors. In the next vears, the

small producers may be taken over by big-

ger groups, as if already to com-
panies lite Helins (Kerself) and SE Project
{SOLON).

How has the global economic crisis
been affecting the renewable energy
industry? Is there a specific technolo-
gy sector that has been affected more
severely? And is there a specific
geographical region that has been
affected more severely?

The: crisis had an effect on the PV market
i the first part of 2009. The oltaic
rarket is very nnch related to bank avail-
ability for financing. In the first half of
2009, Italian banks were not lending
money, waiting for the situation to be
cleared. And the market stopped. Many
pm:lucers had to reduce working hours or

. It was worse in Italy than
ln rarkets. At long last, after the first
feed-in tariff scheme—un from 2004 to
2006—ithe Italian market was working on a

steadsy and sound basis. Facing the stop for
six months were difficult. From Jone 2009
o, the market has recooped. And now de-
nand is very strong, especially for PV,

How much growth do you expect for
the renewable energy industry?

1 can talk about the 2V miarket. T think
the most mealistic forecast are those ones
which give a compound anmual growth
rate of between 205 and 30% over the
next faw years. Very woch will also de-

l:l?.ﬂ.d on l]achnl:llag;ml progress and reduc-

2 0osts per walt peak
Hmueevsf with new markets e
expect the 115 A to give a boost, tut also
severdl European couatries are to adopt
feed-in tagff schemes—we are going to-
wards a very lively and stronghy mmpeu

tive market.

Jearmy Lim is Editor-in-Chief of FnterPV. Send
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